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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Robert Mueller on August 9, 2005. The application has been amended as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

2. (Currently Amended) A belt for a material web producing machine, 
comprising: 

a plurality of long-chain strength supports composed of a metallic material 
and arranged to form interstices; and 

a filler at least partially filling the interstices to make said belt fluid 
impermeable^ 

wh e r e in th e b e lt supports a pap e r w e b in th e w e b producing machine . 



56. (New) The belt of claim 2, wherein the belt supports a paper web in the web 
producing machine. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-13, 15-37, 39-53, and 56 are allowed. 

Claims 2-13, 15, 22-24, and 56 are allowed, because the prior art does not disclose or 
suggest a belt for a material web producing machine comprising metallic long-chain strength 
supports arranged to form interstices, whereby the interstices are at least partially filled with 
filler to render the belt impermeable. 

Claims 16-21, 25-37, and 39-53 are allowed for reasons indicated previously. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 27, 2005 have been considered. The rejections of 
claims 54 and 55 under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph, and under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)/103(a) are 
now moot as a result of cancellation of those claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




